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country across the entire communica-
tions marketplace, including par-
ticular submarkets like wireless, cable,
and satellite. This data is vital to both
consumers and to policymakers.

I want to thank Chairman WALDEN;
certainly the chairman of the full com-
mittee, Chairman UPTON; and most es-
pecially, Representative SCALISE, for
pursuing this legislation in a bipar-
tisan manner and for working with me
to ensure that the expert agency, the
FCC, was included in our deliberations.

Mr. Speaker, the House passed a
similar bill in the last Congress. So I
recommend to all of our colleagues this
very sensible bill that, again, is some-
thing that all Members can stand for,
and that is to streamline a Federal
agency and kind of get rid of some of
the weeds of the past and clear a better
path for the agency to continue, again,
assessing the state of competition
across the entire communications mar-
ketplace.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I don’t be-
lieve I have any speakers on this side.
I urge my colleagues—everyone in the
House—to support the bill. I think it
deserves that kind of support.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SCALISE. I want to thank the
gentlelady from California, again, for
her hard work on this and the good bi-
partisan cooperation that we’ve had in
making these reforms.

I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN), chairman
of the Telecommunications Sub-
committee.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Louisiana and the
gentlelady from California for their
great work on this, I think, really good
bill.

I was in small business for more than
22 years with my wife, and these are
the sorts of odds and ends that can eat
a small business alive. It can eat an
agency alive as well. These are silly
mandates that get put on, often for a
good reason initially; but then nobody
ever goes back and says, Why are we
still asking for a report on the status
of the telegraph industry, or whatever
else. We went back and did that.

This is the kind of nuts-and-bolts
work that I think helps clean up gov-
ernment, helps make it more efficient,
makes it more productive, makes it
more affordable, and gets out of the
way and helps stop doing things it
doesn’t need to do. Too often, we don’t
do that.

I think one of the hallmarks of our
subcommittee has been a real bipar-
tisan effort to make sure that when we
create programs, we then follow and
make sure they’re working, like we’re
doing with FirstNet and the Incentive
Auctions, to try and track and make
sure it’s working and then to dig deep-
er and look for those things that aren’t
working or they’re outdated, yet put a
burden on an agency and cost either
those who pay for that agency through
their taxes or through fees, or what-
ever. It’s all coming out of the private
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economy into the government econ-
omy. We need to stop that.

So this bill consolidates eight sepa-
rate congressionally mandated reports
on the communications industry into a
single comprehensive report. As my
colleague from Louisiana said, it
changes the timeline so that Congress
can get the information in a better and
timely manner. And it cuts cost. I hope
this bill will receive strong bipartisan
support in the House. I assume it will.
And I hope that our friends across the
building will in this Congress take it
up and pass it as well.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
the bipartisan work of my friends from
California and from Louisiana. I urge
the House to approve this measure and
send it expeditiously over to the Sen-
ate.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, as we heard from our constituents,
as we just got back from this August
work period where many of us held
townhall meetings throughout our dis-
trict, people are frustrated with why
Congress can’t work together to get
things done. I think this is a good ex-
ample of how both parties came to-
gether and looked at some very out-
dated laws.

People also ask, Why are you always
passing laws and why don’t you actu-
ally get rid of some of the laws on the
books that don’t make any sense? Well,
that’s what we’re doing here with H.R.
2844. We’re actually going through and
repealing laws that are burdens to our
small businesses that are out there try-
ing to create jobs in the technology in-
dustry. One of the great growing seg-
ments of our economy is the tele-
communications industry; and yet look
at some of these reports that they're
required and mandated to compile,
many of which have no real bearing on
the marketplace today. As the chair-
man of the subcommittee mentioned,
we actually do repeal the telegraph re-
port. Why we still have a law on the
books that requires a report issued on
competitiveness in the telegraph indus-
try—that goes to show how we have so
many of these outdated laws on the
books still to this day. And Congress
from time to time needs to go and re-
peal outdated rules and regulations
like this. That’s what we’re doing in
this legislation.

It’s a good, commonsense piece of
legislation that we worked on in a bi-
partisan way to bring to the floor. I
urge all my colleagues to pass the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 2844, as
amended

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 24 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1845

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 6 o’clock and
45 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 2052, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 2844, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

——————

GLOBAL INVESTMENT IN
AMERICAN JOBS ACT OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2052) to direct the Secretary
of Commerce, in coordination with the
heads of other relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies, to conduct an
interagency review of and report to
Congress on ways to increase the glob-
al competitiveness of the United States
in attracting foreign direct invest-
ment, as amended, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
TERRY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 379, nays 32,
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 20, as
follows:

[Roll No. 448]

YEAS—379
Aderholt Becerra Brady (TX)
Alexander Benishek Braley (IA)
Amodei Bera (CA) Brooks (AL)
Andrews Bilirakis Brooks (IN)
Bachus Bishop (NY) Brown (FL)
Barletta Bishop (UT) Brownley (CA)
Barr Black Buchanan
Barrow (GA) Blackburn Burgess
Barton Blumenauer Bustos
Bass Bonamici Butterfield
Beatty Boustany Calvert
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